
 

Naked Attraction – Response to the BSA 
 

KEY INFORMATION YOU NEED TO KNOW 

• the date of the broadcast - Friday 27 Oct, 3 Nov, 10 Nov, 17 Nov, 24 Nov, and available on-demand 

• the time of the broadcast - 9.30pm and on-demand 

• the title of the programme - Naked Attraction 

• the channel or station which broadcast the programme - TV2 and TVNZ-on-demand 

• Standards breached  

Standard 1: Good taste and decency (likely to offend and disturb) 

Standard 3: Children's Interests (broadcast on a weekend night when children are more likely to be 

watching) 

 

REASONS FOR YOUR COMPLAINT 

(you can use any, all or none of the reasons below) 

 

• Naked Attraction is shown on TV2 on Friday nights at 9.30 and is rated just an AO. It carries a small 

warning beforehand saying that “it contains nudity”. 

 

• The show degrades human relationships to animalistic instinct, and promotes voyeurism and a porn 

culture which is harming our society. It has no redeeming factor. 

 

• Full frontal nudity has always been off-limits on television but it now seems that anything goes and that 

it is a race to the most offensive and shocking content possible. 

 

• The show is not occasional glimpses or a one-off shot. According to a review of the first show of 

series, the episode included a total of 282 shots of male genitalia and 96 female - an average of 

almost six penises and two vaginas every minute! The second series’ first episode showed 363 female 

genitalia shots and 166 penis shots in its first episode alone. 

 

• It will cause to body-image for adolescents and pre-adolescents: hearing body parts being criticised for 

being too big, too small, too this, too that. One girl was eliminated because the guy didn’t like her little 

toes. Young people are already bombarded in advertising and media by images of how they ‘should 

look’, but this will take self-criticism and the development of body-shame to a whole new level 

 

• This kind of show will directly contribute to self-hatred. Surely it therefore follows that it will contribute 

to mental illness and suicide. So, on one hand we want young people to like themselves, to be 

confident and secure in who they are, and on the other hand we show them precisely how their bodies 

are undesirable, abnormal and ugly  

 

• The criticism of body parts is in excruciating detail: the guy choosing from six women’s bodies talked 

about the importance of the ‘areola-to-nipple ratio’ and how much labia he likes to see or not see. One 

‘type’ of labia he called ‘the cheeseburger,’ describing exactly how much labia (or cheese) should, in 

his opinion, extend out of the ‘bun’ 

 

• All of the women had 100% of pubic hair removed i.e. women’s bodies are better when they look like 

children. This sends a direct message to young women that pubic hair is gross and that you must 

subject yourself to a painful, embarrassing and expensive process, every 3-4 weeks in order to be not 

just attractive but normal. As experts are warning us, many young men now don’t even realise that 



woman have pubic hair – and their reaction on seeing a photo of a normal full frontal is disgust.  What 

will this be doing to our girls? 

 

• As broadcasters are allowed to push the boundaries, standards are lowered, offensive material 

becomes more mainstream, and is then used far more in the media. This has a detrimental effect on 

values in our society. 

 

• The BSA is failing to hear public discontent with broadcasting standards. Ex-Labour MP and now-

Christchurch Mayor Lianne Dalziel recently said the “Adults Only” television watershed should be 

moved to 7.30pm as 8.30pm no longer reflected the content of the shows broadcast. That’s how much 

the standards are slipping.  

 

• In a similar case Fourie and Television New Zealand Ltd - 2012-002, TVNZ’s previous defence for 

showing full frontal nudity has suggested that they are aware of the need not to promote 

pornographic material… 

 

“The sole purpose of showing the footage was to help people understand the medical issues being 

discussed; it was matter-of-fact and non-sexual, and not pornographic or designed to titillate, it 

said. TVNZ maintained that the programme did not trade on being overly sensationalist, but 

provided a community service of disseminating medical advice that could prevent serious illness. 

TVNZ concluded that medical and preventative information of this nature would not be offensive to 

the majority of the target audience.” 

 

Has their view now conveniently changed? 

 

• The BSA then added in their decision; 

 

We acknowledge that some viewers would have found parts of the footage unpleasant to watch. 

However, we consider that the footage of nudity and medical scenes was matter-of-fact and clinical 

in nature, rather than being sexual or designed to titillate. The footage was not gratuitous in the 

context of a factual medical series, but rather played an important role in educating viewers about 

particular health concerns, as well as the prescribed treatments. 

 

Naked Attraction is gratuitous, designed to titillate, and has no education or medical premise. 

 

• It is also significant that TVNZ previously pulled a show in which couples have sex in a box in front of a 

live studio audience. UK show Sex Box was due to begin screening here in July 2016. The show 

features couples having sex inside a sealed box in front of a live studio studio audience, and then 

having their relationship and techniques discussed by experts. TV2 announced the show would be 

screening here. But a spokesperson said the show had been pulled from schedules because it wasn't 

"the right fit". The statement said feedback from viewers forced the network to take a second look at 

the show. "TVNZ has decided not to screen Sex Box. The series was initially considered to form a part 

of our July line-up but given the feedback we've taken the time to relook at it," the spokesperson said. 

"On reflection it is not the right fit for inclusion in the TV2 schedule." The decision comes after a 

petition that asked TV2 to pull the show was signed by more than 10,000 people. "Our TV programs 

require a level of good taste and decency. Sexual intimacy is not simply a recreational activity to be 

viewed, scored and analysed in such a public setting," the petition said. 

 

• TVNZ’s response to complaints about this show is “it is acceptable to see naked people (including 

their genitals) on Free to Air television.” But they fail to acknowledge the extent of the ‘exposure’! The 
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show is not occasional glimpses or a one-off shot. According to a review of the first show of series, the 

episode included a total of 282 shots of male genitalia and 96 female - an average of almost six 

penises and two vaginas every minute! 

 

• In examples that TVNZ use to argue that there is precedent for the saturation of offensive material in 

Naked Attraction, they refer to programmes that include “brief full frontal shots”, “breasts and buttocks 

were often shown close up”, a One News item about nudist clubs, a promo for The Making of the 

Human Body which included footage of naked men, women and children, a naked pregnant woman, 

and bare-breasted women riding on motorbikes. Once again, TVNZ fail to accept that the show is 

saturated with full front nudity and adult sexually-charged discussions throughout the programme. 

Naked Attraction is gratuitous, designed to titillate, and has no education or medical premise. 

 

• The TVNZ Committee also does not consider that Naked Attraction is pornography, and says that 

while genital nudity is depicted, it is not with the intention to arouse the audience. TVNZ is naively 

suggesting that men only bought Playboy Magazines because they liked to read the articles! And 

viewers only watch Naked Attraction because they like gameshows on television.  

 
 

 


