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April 2012 

1.1  This   submission is being made by Family First NZ, a charitable organisation that
       researches and advocates on family issues in the public domain.
1.2 Family First NZ OPPOSES the application for resource consent.
1.3 We oppose the resource consent for the following reasons:

1.4 The brothel will be located in the heart of the city and central business district (CBD)  
      frequented by families and tourists who have no desire to find the sex industry or see
      evidence of the sex industry.
1.5 The brothel will be located near residential apartments where families, including
     children, live.
1.6 The brothel will be located within close walking distance and sight of hotels, backpacker
      accommodation, family restaurants e.g. Denny’s, convention centres hosting family
      functions and concerts, churches, and the Auckland City Mission.
1.7 The brothel will be located directly opposite the main entrance to a major tourist
      attraction – Sky Tower.
1.8 When introducing the provisions to give control of the placement of brothels to local
councils, the Minister of Justice, the Hon Phil Goff said: "..I believe that although most New Zealanders would agree that criminalisation of prostitution is futile and probably counterproductive, most would also clearly desire, in the event of decriminalisation, some controls to prevent the establishment of places of prostitution where they are offensive or inappropriate. Most of us would not want to see brothels established in residential areas or adjacent to preschools or schools. My amendment would allow the local territorial authorities, the councils, to prohibit the establishment of, or order the removal of, a brothel in an area where it would cause a nuisance or serious offence to ordinary members of the public.”

Buffer Zone
1.9 The idea of a buffer zone is an attempt to prevent unnecessary exposure of the sex industry
      to children and families and to prevent normalisation of the behaviour. The location of this
      brothel does not allow for a buffer zone from family locations and activities.

Brothels in CBD
1.10 The community does not want brothels in public shopping areas. Some families would even 

choose to avoid shopping or visiting those areas.
 

1.11 Discrete locations are for both the benefit of the general public to avoid unnecessary

exposure to activities that they may find offensive, and is also preferred by those in the industry according to the Prostitutes Collective. Victoria St West is not an area that families can avoid, as it is not a well-known ‘red light’ district.
Nuisance or serious offence to ordinary members of the public
1.12 The recent opposition to brothels in many parts of the country including Albany, Henderson
      and the Wellington area, concerns about a sex parlour to operate in the same building as a
      preschool in Wellington, attempts by Auckland City Council to tackle the problems of street
      prostitution, and opposition to the brothel in the main street of Dannevirke shows that
      communities are not accepting the liberalised and harmful laws.
1.13 Prostitution is harmful to workers and communities and the association of prostitution with
gang and criminal behaviour, alcohol and drug abuse, and sexual abuse and violence means that we are sentencing more and more vulnerable people to an unacceptable situation. 

1.14 Councils have an obligation under the Prostitution Reform Act to restrict brothels to areas
      least likely to give offence.
1.15 In a poll in March last year of 1000 people, 66 per cent thought the law should be amended 
      to ban brothels in residential areas, while 26 per cent did not think the law should change, 
      and 8 per cent were unsure.
1.16 We wish to be heard at the public council hearing.
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