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1.1 This submission is being made on behalf of Family First (Inc).
1.2 We are an incorporated charitable organization with the following purposes:

To promote and advance research and policy supporting marriage and family as foundational to a strong and enduring society


To educate the public in their understanding of the institutional, legal and moral framework that makes a just and democratic society possible


To participate in social analysis and debate surrounding issues relating to and affecting the family being promoted by academics, policy makers, social service organisations and media, and to network with other like-minded groups and academics

To produce and publish relevant and stimulating material in newspapers, magazines, and other media relating to issues affecting families


To be a voice for the family in the media speaking up about issues relating to families that are in the public domain

Tax Rebate for Donations by Individuals
1.3 We believe that the current rebate threshold is far too low to encourage generous investment in the valuable work that charitable organisations do. Many people give donations, but are being caught out because they do not realize that they need to, or do not bother to, file a Return to claim the Rebate. This has been exacerbated by the removal of the requirement for personal tax returns.

1.4 Both the threshold and the rate should be raised, as this will encourage both wealthy and less wealthy people to donate. Less wealthy people will have a greater incentive when the rate rebate is increased.
1.5 We would recommend a threshold of $10,000 and a rate of 50%.

Volunteers Rebate

1.6 We do not support a rebate for volunteering.
1.7 The recording process will be cumbersome for organisations

1.8 This rebate is highly open to abuse because of the difficulty of establishing an audit trail. 

Honoraria Payments
1.9 Honoraria payments are another form of income, and as such, should be taxed in the same way as any other forms of income

1.10 This also applies to any payments above actual expenses incurred

Payroll Giving
1.11 We support the concept of payroll giving as this ensures that donors do actually get the Rebate for any charitable giving, regular contributions are made which greatly benefit the charities, and there is an accurate audit trail of donations to any organisation.
Non-cash donations
1.12 We support non-cash donations being eligible for the Donation Rebate as, in essence, they are still a cost to the Donor

Charities Commission
1.13 Unfortunately, the establishment of the Charities Commission is unnecessary, and has created unwarranted tension in the Philanthropy Sector
1.14 It is unnecessary because the register already exists in terms of the Charitable Trusts Act and the Incorporated Societies Act, and the registration of organizations to be tax exempt with the IRD
1.15 The need to more closely monitor charitable organisations could have been achieved without the expensive and cumbersome process of establishing the Commission

1.16 There are some rogue organizations out there, but they seem to have benefited from lax auditing and accountability 

1.17 All charitable organisations are being penalised by having to go through the lengthy, cumbersome, and time consuming process of re-registering. This costs money – which many organisations do not have a surplus of
1.18 It has also created unwarranted tension in the charitable sector because of the suggested threat to any organisation who wants to advocate in the public domain for their concerns. This threat is unacceptable to the many great organisations who want to influence policy in areas they are passionate about, have first-hand experience of these issues, and have taken the time and resources to research further in these areas
1.19 We recommend that organizations be reimbursed for direct expenses incurred in registering for the Charities Commission
1.20 We recommend that organizations still be deemed charitable even if one of their core objectives is to lobby policy makers and leaders

1.21 Thank you for the opportunity to make this submission. We, as a nation,  underestimate the huge impact and benefit to society of our many charitable organizations

Bob McCoskrie

National Director

