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SMACKING POLL
March 2012
CLIENT: 
Family First New Zealand
POLL DATES: 
Evenings of Wednesday 21 and 22 March 2012
SAMPLE SIZE: 
500 respondents agreed to participate.
SAMPLE SELECTION: 
A random selection of 15,000 nationwide phone numbers, and households asked if there is anyone home who is a parent of a child aged under 12.
WEIGHTING:
The results are weighted to reflect the overall adult population in terms of gender, area and deprivation decile. It was not weighted by age as the sample was of parents only.
SAMPLE ERROR: 
Based on this sample of 500 respondents, the maximum sampling error (for a result of 50%) is +/- 4.5%, at the 95% confidence level. 

IMPACT ON DISCIPLINE
In 2007 a law change, commonly referred to as the anti-smacking law, removed a defence of reasonable force for parents who smack a child to correct their behaviour. Do you think the anti-smacking law has caused a decline in discipline amongst young children?
	Has law caused decline in discipline

	
	Count
	Col %

	Has law caused decline in discipline
	Yes
	247
	49%

	
	No
	192
	38%

	
	Unsure/Refuse
	61
	12%

	
	Total
	500
	100%


Almost half the parents who responded said the law change had caused a decline in discipline, but half said it had not or were unsure.

	Has law caused decline in discipline BY Gender + Age

	
	Gender
	Age

	
	Female
	Male
	18 - 30
	31 - 45
	46 - 60
	Total

	
	Col %
	Col %
	Col %
	Col %
	Col %
	Col %

	Has law caused decline in discipline
	Yes
	49%
	50%
	52%
	50%
	44%
	49%

	
	No
	38%
	39%
	36%
	39%
	38%
	38%

	
	Unsure/Refuse
	13%
	11%
	12%
	11%
	17%
	12%

	
	Total
	100%
	100%
	100%
	100%
	100%
	100%


Younger parents were slightly more likely to say the law change has caused a decline in discipline. 
	Has law caused decline in discipline BY Area + Deprivation

	
	Area
	Deprivation

	
	Metro
	Provincial
	Rural
	Deciles 1 - 3
	Deciles 4 - 7
	Deciles 8 - 10

	
	Col %
	Col %
	Col %
	Col %
	Col %
	Col %

	Has law caused decline in discipline
	Yes
	50%
	44%
	55%
	42%
	48%
	59%

	
	No
	39%
	40%
	36%
	46%
	40%
	29%

	
	Unsure/Refuse
	12%
	16%
	9%
	12%
	12%
	12%

	
	Total
	100%
	100%
	100%
	100%
	100%
	100%


A significant variation based on the deprivation decile of the area parents live in. Those who live in the most deprived areas were significantly more likely to say the law change had caused a decline in discipline.
REPORTING OF SMACKING
If you saw a parent smacking a child on their backside or hand, would you report it?
	Would you report someone smacking

	
	Count
	Col %

	Would you report someone smacking
	Yes
	44
	9%

	
	No
	404
	81%

	
	Unsure/Refuse
	53
	11%

	
	Total
	500
	100%


Only 9% of parents said they would report another parent whom they saw smacking a child on their backside or hand.
	Would you report someone smacking BY Gender + Age

	
	Gender
	Age

	
	Female
	Male
	18 - 30
	31 - 45
	46 - 60
	Total

	
	Col %
	Col %
	Col %
	Col %
	Col %
	Col %

	Would you report someone smacking
	Yes
	7%
	10%
	14%
	8%
	7%
	9%

	
	No
	80%
	81%
	81%
	81%
	79%
	81%

	
	Unsure/Refuse
	13%
	8%
	5%
	11%
	14%
	11%

	
	Total
	100%
	100%
	100%
	100%
	100%
	100%


Male parents were slightly more likely to say they would report another parent smacking. Parents under 30 also more likely to report.

	Would you report someone smacking BY Area + Deprivation

	
	Area
	Deprivation

	
	Metro
	Provincial
	Rural
	Deciles 1 - 3
	Deciles 4 - 7
	Deciles 8 - 10

	
	Col %
	Col %
	Col %
	Col %
	Col %
	Col %

	Would you report someone smacking
	Yes
	9%
	8%
	9%
	5%
	8%
	14%

	
	No
	80%
	86%
	76%
	86%
	80%
	77%

	
	Unsure/Refuse
	11%
	6%
	15%
	9%
	13%
	9%

	
	Total
	100%
	100%
	100%
	100%
	100%
	100%


Parents in more deprived areas are more likely to report a parent smacking, that in less deprived areas.
SMACKING SINCE LAW CHANGE
Since the law changed in 2007, have you smacked your child or children never, rarely, occasionally or frequently?
	Have you smacked since law change

	
	Count
	Col %

	Have you smacked since law change
	Never
	222
	44%

	
	Rarely
	146
	29%

	
	Occasionally
	103
	21%

	
	Frequently
	4
	1%

	
	Unsure/Refuse
	24
	5%

	
	Total
	500
	100%


56% of parents said they have smacked their child or children since the law change. 22% say they have smacked at least occasionally.
	Have you smacked since law change BY Gender + Age

	
	Gender
	Age

	
	Female
	Male
	18 - 30
	31 - 45
	46 - 60
	Total

	
	Col %
	Col %
	Col %
	Col %
	Col %
	Col %

	Have you smacked since law change
	Never
	38%
	52%
	42%
	43%
	52%
	44%

	
	Rarely
	33%
	25%
	26%
	30%
	28%
	29%

	
	Occasionally
	22%
	19%
	25%
	21%
	17%
	21%

	
	Frequently
	1%
	1%
	0%
	1%
	1%
	1%

	
	Unsure/Refuse
	6%
	3%
	7%
	5%
	2%
	5%

	
	Total
	100%
	100%
	100%
	100%
	100%
	100%


Female parents are significantly more likely to have smacked than male parents, by 56% to 45%. Parents under age 45 also more likely to have smacked than those over 45 by 52% to 46%. This may reflect though that older parents tend to have older children.
	Have you smacked since law change BY Area + Deprivation

	
	Area
	Deprivation

	
	Metro
	Provincial
	Rural
	Deciles 1 - 3
	Deciles 4 - 7
	Deciles 8 - 10

	
	Col %
	Col %
	Col %
	Col %
	Col %
	Col %

	Have you smacked since law change
	Never
	49%
	43%
	38%
	47%
	44%
	42%

	
	Rarely
	27%
	34%
	29%
	28%
	30%
	29%

	
	Occasionally
	16%
	19%
	32%
	19%
	22%
	20%

	
	Frequently
	1%
	1%
	0%
	2%
	1%
	0%

	
	Unsure/Refuse
	7%
	4%
	2%
	4%
	3%
	8%

	
	Total
	100%
	100%
	100%
	100%
	100%
	100%


61% of parents in rural areas have smacked compared to 44% in metropolitan cities. 
FUTURE SMACKING
if you felt it appropriate and necessary to give your child a smack in future for the purpose of correction, would you do so despite the law change?
	Would you smack to correct in future

	
	Count
	Col %

	Would you smack to correct in future
	Yes
	329
	66%

	
	No
	133
	26%

	
	Unsure/Refuse
	39
	8%

	
	Total
	500
	100%


66% of parents said they would smack their child in future despite the law change, if they felt it was appropriate and necessary to correct their behaviour.
	Would you smack to correct in future BY Gender + Age

	
	Gender
	Age

	
	Female
	Male
	18 - 30
	31 - 45
	46 - 60
	Total

	
	Col %
	Col %
	Col %
	Col %
	Col %
	Col %

	Would you smack to correct in future
	Yes
	66%
	65%
	69%
	65%
	67%
	66%

	
	No
	24%
	30%
	24%
	28%
	23%
	26%

	
	Unsure/Refuse
	10%
	5%
	7%
	7%
	11%
	8%

	
	Total
	100%
	100%
	100%
	100%
	100%
	100%


Little variation by gender or age.

	Would you smack to correct in future BY Area + Deprivation

	
	Area
	Deprivation

	
	Metro
	Provincial
	Rural
	Deciles 1 - 3
	Deciles 4 - 7
	Deciles 8 - 10

	
	Col %
	Col %
	Col %
	Col %
	Col %
	Col %

	Would you smack to correct in future
	Yes
	64%
	68%
	68%
	61%
	66%
	70%

	
	No
	30%
	23%
	24%
	29%
	26%
	24%

	
	Unsure/Refuse
	7%
	9%
	8%
	9%
	8%
	6%

	
	Total
	100%
	100%
	100%
	100%
	100%
	100%


Parents in provincial and rural areas were slightly more likely to say they would do correctional smacking in future if they deemed it appropriate. Those in more deprived areas were also slightly more likely to say they do correctional smacking.
IMPACT ON CHILD ABUSE?
Do you think that the law change that removed a defence of reasonable force for parents who smack a child to correct their behaviour has made any difference to the level of child abuse in New Zealand?

	Has law changed level of child abuse

	
	Count
	Col %

	Has law changed level of child abuse
	Yes
	60
	12%

	
	No
	373
	75%

	
	Unsure/Refuse
	68
	14%

	
	Total
	500
	100%


Only 12% of parents said they thought the law change had made any difference to the level of child abuse in New Zealand.
	Has law changed level of child abuse BY Gender + Age

	
	Gender
	Age

	
	Female
	Male
	18 - 30
	31 - 45
	46 - 60
	Total

	
	Col %
	Col %
	Col %
	Col %
	Col %
	Col %

	Has law changed level of child abuse
	Yes
	10%
	14%
	12%
	12%
	11%
	12%

	
	No
	77%
	72%
	72%
	76%
	70%
	75%

	
	Unsure/Refuse
	13%
	14%
	16%
	11%
	19%
	14%

	
	Total
	100%
	100%
	100%
	100%
	100%
	100%


No significant variation by gender or age.
	Has law changed level of child abuse BY Area + Deprivation

	
	Area
	Deprivation

	
	Metro
	Provincial
	Rural
	Deciles 1 - 3
	Deciles 4 - 7
	Deciles 8 - 10

	
	Col %
	Col %
	Col %
	Col %
	Col %
	Col %

	Has law changed level of child abuse
	Yes
	13%
	10%
	11%
	12%
	11%
	12%

	
	No
	72%
	79%
	74%
	78%
	77%
	68%

	
	Unsure/Refuse
	14%
	11%
	15%
	10%
	12%
	19%

	
	Total
	100%
	100%
	100%
	100%
	100%
	100%


Also there was little variation by area or deprivation decile.

VIEWS ON LAW CHANGE
Do you think the law should be changed to allow hand smacks on a child’s backside or hand?
	Should law allow hand smacks

	
	Count
	Col %

	Should law allow hand smacks
	Yes
	317
	63%

	
	No
	146
	29%

	
	Unsure/Refuse
	37
	7%

	
	Total
	500
	100%


63% of parents said they think the law should be changed to allow hand smacks.

	Should law allow hand smacks BY Gender + Age

	
	Gender
	Age

	
	Female
	Male
	18 - 30
	31 - 45
	46 - 60
	Total

	
	Col %
	Col %
	Col %
	Col %
	Col %
	Col %

	Should law allow hand smacks
	Yes
	63%
	64%
	72%
	63%
	59%
	63%

	
	No
	28%
	30%
	20%
	32%
	28%
	29%

	
	Unsure/Refuse
	9%
	6%
	8%
	6%
	13%
	7%

	
	Total
	100%
	100%
	100%
	100%
	100%
	100%


There was no significant difference in views by gender. Younger parents were more supportive of a law change.
	Should law allow hand smacks BY Area + Deprivation

	
	Area
	Deprivation

	
	Metro
	Provincial
	Rural
	Deciles 1 - 3
	Deciles 4 - 7
	Deciles 8 - 10

	
	Col %
	Col %
	Col %
	Col %
	Col %
	Col %

	Should law allow hand smacks
	Yes
	61%
	63%
	70%
	59%
	67%
	63%

	
	No
	32%
	28%
	24%
	32%
	28%
	28%

	
	Unsure/Refuse
	7%
	9%
	7%
	9%
	5%
	8%

	
	Total
	100%
	100%
	100%
	100%
	100%
	100%


Parents in rural areas are somewhat more supportive of a law change.

Note: The questions on people’s view of the law change and impact on child abuse were asked before the other questions

DEMOGRAPHICS

The results have been weighted to reflect the adult gender, area and deprivation distribution. There was no weighting by age as the results are for parents of under 12s only, so hence do not follow a normal age distribution.

	Gender

	
	Count
	Col %

	Gender
	Female
	262
	52%

	
	Male
	238
	48%

	
	Total
	500
	100%


	Age

	
	Count
	Col %

	Age
	18 - 30
	77
	15%

	
	31 - 45
	324
	65%

	
	46 - 60
	99
	20%

	
	Total
	500
	100%


	Area

	
	Count
	Col %

	Area
	Metro
	245
	49%

	
	Provincial
	138
	28%

	
	Rural
	117
	23%

	
	Total
	500
	100%


Metro is defined as Auckland, Wellington and Christchurch. Provincial is all other cities in New Zealand. Rural areas are all areas not Metro or Provincial.
	Deprivation

	
	Count
	Col %

	Deprivation
	Deciles 1 - 3
	152
	30%

	
	Deciles 4 - 7
	200
	40%

	
	Deciles 8 - 10
	148
	30%

	
	Total
	500
	100%
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