Thank you for your excellent article.  I agree wholeheartedly.  Certainly, any person has the capacity to be cruel to others.
Michele
I have to completely agree until we address not as a gender but as a family issue we will get nowhere.
Jane

We as a society need to address this issue from a whole family view point and not as a gender issue which focuses on women being the only victims of intimate violence.
Patricia
Please know that my family and I, (three children, husband and wife, that’s me) absolutely agree with your opinion on family violence.  And we thank you for standing up and speaking out against the discrimination this commission seems to be pushing.
Barbara

Quite agree with your email info. Family violence is the issue and isolating it out to genders and pockets (against female / against children / against eldery) means a less cohesive message being sent against all violence - starting with violence against the child in the womb.
Phillipa

Thank you so much for this well balanced article.  For a long time now I have felt this campaign has been too one]sided and that men too can be in this position.  My only regret is that there has been absolutely no mention of your article and concerns on our TV and a shame that your article has only been published in one of our national newspapers.  Hopefully your article and concern is just the beginning of a more balanced approach to this whole subject.   
Patsy

Hi, I completely agree that this is a very biased view.  I have noticed that statistics lately are thoroughly incomplete and often point to a singular factor rather than taking into account everything else.  I also think that the “feminist movement” although good in some ways has done significant damage to our social structure. 
Chris

Just a quick note of encouragement regarding your release on the White Ribbon campaign et al. Yours is a fine piece of writing, reflecting a sensitive and caring approach whilst at the same time clearly stating the facts. It is nice to see a case being presented intelligently – as opposed to the general mudslinging and personal attacks that seem to be the only capacity of most political parties at present.
Bryce

It is good to see some balance put back into family violence in showing it is not a gender issue. The research is clear on this issue, having studied this topic amongst others for my counselling book. 
George

You are so right. We know a man subjected to violence by his partner who is a woman. Perhaps we should look at family vioence for what it is -family violence - any and all the members of a family can be perpetrators and /or victims.
Christine

I agree - women and men are violent and it should not be targeted at men only because they are the stronger sex.  The statistics perhaps show women standing up for themselves more now when bullying occurs?
Sarah

I’m upset about your article which downplays the issue of violence toward women in NZ. Forgive if I’m wrong, however, this article is written from a male perspective. Where is the voice of women in this article? I’m sure as a Christian male you wouldn’t partake in such violence yourself but your article relies on your own theoretical musings rather than an understanding of what the reality is out there for many women today. Please delete me from your email subscription. Thank you.
(Name withheld)

As a male victim of domestic violence (my wife has a conviction for assault against me) I congratulate and thank you for bringing this issue to everyone's attention. The white ribbon campaign makes me feel upset that males are targeted as aggressors, while as a male, I struggle to get any support. I am certainly not supporting the campaign. Keep up the good work!
Michael.

Hey Bob. Great article saying what needs to be said. For too long we have concentrated on male against female violence and like you I don't condone it and agree we need to do something about it but we also need to acknowledge and recognise that violence by females is higher than acknowledged. Men are not always the perpetrators. I am wearing a white ribbon right now because whilst I want to see more balance on this issue I don't feel it's an either or ie I can support the message of violence against women is not OK and promote the message that violence against men etc is not OK either. Stay strong Bob - it's not a popular message and no doubt there will be a lot of vitriolic comments thrown at you but take heart that the message is true and that more people I talk to (including women) agree. 
Peter
Excellent article!!!  ---  with some long-lost balance --- and nicely supported with credible research.
Derek
…The actual findings of proper research is not at all surprising given the society we now live in.  That these findings are twisted to give a warped and sexist (read:anti-male) message, is also not surprising.
Lois

Nice article.  I am getting tired on being constantly demonised as a male.  I believe I am a critically important part of my daughters and sons growing up to be decent, loving caring members of our society and we are modelling appropriate behaviour to our children as husband and wife (ie. BOTH sexes) ... including the respect we show to each other when we get things wrong…Thanks again for your common sense and truthful approach Bob. 10/10.
Clark

Well written! There is very little true and good journalism about, where issues are looked at from all sides, and all the evidence is put forward.
Ed

Thank you for your article which appears to be well balanced and well researched. I too feel that while men are most likely more highly represented in the statistics for hitting their partners, not including women in them does perpetuate a misconception that women do not initiate whereas I think it is probably closer to 50/50.
Lynda

I agree that family violence is NOT a gender issue and it is for that reason I refuse to support the White Ribbon Day. I find the message behind it repugnant. I have been married 3 times and three times I was subjected to female perpetrated violence either mental and into the first two marriages physical often extreme to the point of hospital admission. I very quickly learned that a complaint to police was actually an exercise in stupidity and futility as the reception was often derision, threats of prosecution, and never any help or belief.
Name Withheld
First-class piece of journalism, a well-researched and telling article.
George
Thanks for this great article dealing comprehensively with the subject. Thanks again for being courageous spokesmen for families.
Helena

I agree!  This is about dealing with aggression and anger across the board.  It is not a gender issue these days.  Females can be ‘horrible’ too! Too many adults male and female react to one another with aggressive belittling talk and seemingly don’t know how to resolve issues without it.  A good part of the negative behaviour relates to the make-up of the family.  Too many times it is about conflicts within blended families of one sort or another that are never resolved properly and couples that ‘teach’ the children in their care that the way to cope with conflict is to be more aggressive than the person you are arguing with.
Sue

I agree with most of the statements.  One must be careful, though, to determine who is the perpetrator of the violence and abuse and who is the victim.  The subtle, sly words and actions of the perpetrator often make the victim look like the one to blame.
Claire

Your article is very good. I would suggest that if it was possible to include unreported verbal violence you'd likely find women and teenagers are the most common perpetrators. This stays unreported through fear, ego, not wanting to 'make it worse' etc.
Robin

I think that's fair enough. I think some women provoke violence from their partner by their words and aggressive actions.
Susan

It has been my experience in family that the abuse can come from both genders either young or old.
Anne-Marie

Yes, I agree. Thank you again.....for speaking for us.
Kathy

I have been in that situation as a child. The violence is in both directions.
Les

I agree with the article. I was sexually abused by our family female babysitter and her girlfriend. My brothers were also abused by her. …My son would fit into the category of mutual violence with his ex-partner. I witnessed some of the aftermath of her physical violence towards him and he took years before he lashed out physically to her – although his abuse would be verbal mostly. Yet it was only he who had to go to anger management and Parenting courses and counseling-and no contact with the children for over 6 months until he had passed the “tests” which he did. 
Name Withheld

I totally agree with Bob...let’s get the facts straight
Tim
I agree.  I am a male - I have never punched my wife - but she has lashed out with a tirade of punches on me, numerous times during our marriage.  It humiliating but I'm not going to respond in kind…There are reasons for it and Alcohol & Drugs are related to the issues on the family of origin on my wife's side.
Name Withheld
Awesome! I'm with you.... against violence but desiring greater debate aimed at evidencing all components that contribute to the wrong. As a male, father and separated spouse, when I first heard the White Ribbon campaign advertising a week ago, I was struck by the wrongness of the message bias. Having personally lived the experience of family violence, mental and physical, I personally believe that 90% of the mental provocation that leads to a violent response actually comes from the partner who is either a mental bully, mentally unstable or insecure in their ability to relate properly.
Russ
