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SEX EDUCATION, ABORTION, AND PARENTAL NOTIFICATION

POLL OF TEENAGERS AND YOUNG ADULTS
December 2011
CLIENT: 
Family First New Zealand
POLL DATES: 
Evenings of Sunday 4 to Tuesday 6 December 2011 

SAMPLE SIZE: 
600 respondents agreed to participate.
SAMPLE SELECTION: 
A random selection of 6,000 nationwide phone numbers, with anyone at home aged between 15 and 21 inclusive asked to take part.
SAMPLE ERROR: 
Based on this sample of 600 respondents, the maximum sampling error (for a result of 50%) is +/- 4.1%, at the 95% confidence level. 

SEX EDUCATION
Do you think sex education in schools should teach values, abstinence and consequences such as pregnancy, or just teach safe sex? 
	School Sex Education BY Gender + Age + Area

	
	Gender
	Age
	Area

	
	Female
	Male
	15 - 17
	18 - 19
	20 - 21
	Metro
	Provincial
	Rural
	Total

	
	Col %
	Col %
	Col %
	Col %
	Col %
	Col %
	Col %
	Col %
	Col %

	School Sex Education
	Values, abstinence and consequences
	31%
	37%
	34%
	36%
	31%
	32%
	37%
	35%
	34%

	
	Just safe sex
	21%
	17%
	22%
	19%
	15%
	21%
	18%
	16%
	19%

	
	Both
	45%
	39%
	39%
	40%
	49%
	43%
	40%
	42%
	42%

	
	Unsure/refuse
	3%
	7%
	4%
	5%
	6%
	4%
	5%
	7%
	5%


A plurality of 42% said (unprompted) that sex education should teach both safe sex and values, abstinence and consequences. Just 19% said safe sex only.
The older the respondent the more likely they were to say both.
PARENTAL NOTIFICATION
Provided it won't put the girl in physical danger, should parents be told if their school-age daughter is pregnant and considering getting an abortion?
	Tell parents if school-age daughter is considering abortion BY Gender + Age + Area

	
	Gender
	Age
	Area

	
	Female
	Male
	15 - 17
	18 - 19
	20 - 21
	Metro
	Provincial
	Rural
	Total

	
	Col %
	Col %
	Col %
	Col %
	Col %
	Col %
	Col %
	Col %
	Col %

	Tell parents if school-age daughter is considering abortion
	Yes
	54%
	63%
	60%
	57%
	58%
	58%
	61%
	58%
	59%

	
	No
	37%
	32%
	35%
	37%
	31%
	34%
	34%
	35%
	34%

	
	Unsure/Refuse
	9%
	5%
	5%
	7%
	11%
	8%
	5%
	8%
	7%


59% of young respondents thought the parents should be told if their school-age daughter is considering getting an abortion, so long as it won’t put her in physical danger. More young men than women agreed, but both had majority agreement. 
ABORTION
Do you believe an unborn child or foetus has a right to be born?
	Unborn child or foetus has a right to be born BY Gender + Age + Area

	
	Gender
	Age
	Area

	
	Female
	Male
	15 - 17
	18 - 19
	20 - 21
	Metro
	Provincial
	Rural
	Total

	
	Col %
	Col %
	Col %
	Col %
	Col %
	Col %
	Col %
	Col %
	Col %

	Unborn child or foetus has a right to be born
	Yes
	58%
	55%
	66%
	47%
	54%
	56%
	64%
	48%
	56%

	
	No
	28%
	27%
	25%
	28%
	33%
	26%
	27%
	32%
	28%

	
	Unsure/Refuse
	14%
	18%
	9%
	25%
	13%
	17%
	9%
	20%
	16%


56% of youth respondents said they believe an unborn child or foetus has a right to be born. Slightly more young women than young men agreed – 58% to 55%. Those aged 15 to 17 were strongest in support – 66%.
DEMOGRAPHICS

	Gender

	
	Count
	Col %

	Gender
	Female
	307
	51%

	
	Male
	293
	49%

	
	Total
	600
	100%

	Age

	
	Count
	Col %

	Age
	15 – 17
	255
	43%

	
	18 – 19
	208
	35%

	
	20 – 21
	137
	23%

	
	Total
	600
	100%

	Area

	
	Count
	Col %

	Area
	Metro
	303
	51%

	
	Provincial
	153
	26%

	
	Rural
	144
	24%

	
	Total
	600
	100%


Metro is defined as Auckland, Wellington and Christchurch. Provincial is all other cities in New Zealand. Rural areas are all areas not Metro or Provincial.
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